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Night is one of the masterpieces of Holocaust literature. First published in 1958, it is the

autobiographical account of an adolescent boy and his father in Auschwitz. Elie Wiesel writes of

their battle for survival and of his battle with God for a way to understand the wanton cruelty he

witnesses each day. In the short novel Dawn (1960), a young man who has survived World War II

and settled in Palestine joins a Jewish underground movement and is commanded to execute a

British officer who has been taken hostage. In Day (previously titled The Accident, 1961), Wiesel

questions the limits of conscience: Can Holocaust survivors forge a new life despite their memories?

Wiesel's trilogy offers insights on mankind's attraction to violence and on the temptation of

self-destruction.
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Night is a painful and harrowing story about the madness and the evil that darkened Europe during

the Second World War. Elie's story begins in Transylvania in a small Jewish neighborhood where

Elie and his family live, unknowingly, on the brink of terror.Elie, his family, and community are

captured, shuttled into railroad cars, and transported to Auschwitz, Nazi Germany's largest

concentration camp. So quickly turns the fate of Elie and his family that they disbelieve their

circumstances even as they witness people being conducted en masse to gas chambers and

crematoriums. The weak are killed. The strong become industrial slaves, entitling them only to hope

for another day and a slower death.Elie survives Auschwitz and Buchenwald, outliving both his



mother and his sister. But Elie still has his father. Sensitive and intuitive, he notices that many

fathers die after losing their loved ones. Elie realizes that if he were to die, his father would soon

follow. Elie tells himself that he must live in order to give his father hope for living.Elie does

eventually live to see his father die in an infirmary, emaciated, exhausted, beaten, spiritless, and

vulnerable like a child.While his father's health is still in decline, Elie daily brings half his ration of

bread to him, but that would not save his father from the darkness. A German soldier beats the last

bit of life out of his father while he lay prostrate on the edge of death. "Elie," his father exhaled with

barely the strength to whisper his son's name as his last word. Elie, motionless, unable to utter the

words in his throat, confronts the guilt of being unable to help his father. How could he allow the

soldier to beat his dying father? Why was he too afraid to cry out to answer his father's call?
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